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Thailand’s biggest business daily o

THE NATION

Sunday 8 January 2017

People expect backsliding in battling corruption, implementing road map; poll

THE SUNDAY NATION

MOST PEOPLE expect to soe a
decling in government efforts tn
Llackle corruplicn Whis vear and are
el convvinesd thal the "road map”
[or a relurn Lo democracy will be
implemented us promised, a new
public poll has found.

However, maone than 70
of respondents said they snll
mounted on Prime Minister Pravut
Chan-o-cha o improve Lhe polili-
cal situation this vear, aceording to
results of the Suan Pusit Poll
released yesterday,

Less than half of the penple sur-
veved gaid they relied on pn]ili'ri-
cians Lo resolve political issues,

i DEnt

Ahont rvo-thirds of the 1,266
people surveyed believe that the
administration this vear conld
strenglhen e country and Lhere
wonld be peace, secording Lo the
poll conducted hetween last
Sunduy to Friday on the public
perspective of the political sima-
Fion.

There are Lhree areas where
pecple expect Lo see improvemenl
Lhiis vear:

Making the country strong
came first with G4 per cent.
Respondents said Em Bovermment
had clear policies and was serions
aboul implementing Lhem.

They said all minislers were
working in the same direction and

had measures tn service the puhlic.
The seeond thing that 66 per
eent peaple expected to see over
the next 12 months is an improve-
el i Lhe peace situation i Lhe
country, The reasons eited were the
goverpment’s ability Lo contral e
situation and people of different
parties wanting to sce peace.

Organic laws seen as crucial

The wriling ol the crganic laws
came third en the list al 57 per
cent. The respondents said the
siluation would improve beeanse
these Luees wore crueial to the
enuntry and wonld have an impact
an peaple and ensure democratic

Who do you think can
make Thai politics
better in 20177

1. Frieme rminister, T3
2. Members of publc: f4%G
3. Govarmment; Al%
4 Bureaucrats: 560
5. Politicians: 489

Sowrer Suan (sl Poll

rights [or the publie,
There are three arcas whene
penple expect tn see & regression

this year: Laxity in crackdown on
corruption topped the list for
about 71 per cent, They believe
politics was aboul special inleresls,
a problem that has persisted for a
lomg time, and there were Inop-
holes in povernment projects that
could he exploited by the corrupt.

The political eonflict came sec-
vod, wilh nearly 70 per cenl of
respondents saving the govern-
tenl haden't suecceded o bringing
about reconciliation, and also
hecause it was considered a
military governmenl.

Some 54 per cent remained
doubtlul aboul Lhe governmenl’s
promuse b stick Lo its road map.
Their views were enloured by

recent news of the next election
heing delayved and also hecanse
there were many issues the govern-
menl b fadlec Lo deal wilh,

Almost three—quarters of people
surveved, however, still have faith
in Prime Minister Prayut’s ability
to resolve political izsnes this year,
wehile 64 per cent said that it was
evervones duly Lo lend a belping
hand,

TFaith mn the governmenl (61 per
eent) was third, and faith in eivil
servants (56 fourth.

Politicians were on the hatlam
of the list with nearly 46 per cont
ol peaple saving Lhey counled on
polilivians Lo solve Lhe polilical
ISE1CE.
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Mew Horizon for News

SINaEnglish

Poll shows Thai people support junta chief Prayut to be

PM again after election
2016-08-28 11.59:26 GMT2016-08-28 19:59:26(Beijing Time) Xinhua English

BANGKOK, Aug. 28 Xinhua)- A Sunday released poll says many support the junta
chief and current prime minister, Prayut Chan-o-cha, to serve as prime minister after
a promised general election late 2017, while two major political parties asked him to
form a party for the election.

87 2 percent of the 1590 interviewees of different occupations around Thailand want
Prayut to be the next prime minister, because no one is better than him to lead the
country, said Noppadol Kannika, chairman of the so-called Academic Research for
Community Happiness, or known as Super Poll, adding that his poll is conducted
between Aug. 25 to 27.

According to the Suan Dusit Poll released on the same day, 72.15 percent of its 1293
interviewees have confidence in the junta led by Prayut, 60.94 percent have
confidence in his cabinet.

Prayut earlier didn't deny the possibility of serving as the new prime minister, as he
said on Aug. 17 that if none is found to be appropriate for the position after the general
election, he would agree to discuss serving prime minister again.

On Friday, he even said he is pleased to stay in power but will stay through
democratic means and in a rdignified way", which many Thai media described as a
signal that he wants to stay in power after the general election.

Prayut also said that he will step down in accordance with the junta's roadmap and
nobody can tell him to leave.

According to the newly approved draft constitution and its additional question in the Aug.
7 referendum, the next prime minister must come from nomination lists submitted by
political parties, and must win support of over 50 percent of 750 members from both
houses, or 500 junta selected senators plus 250 elected members of the lower house.

However, once the 750 members cannot elect a new prime minister, then the party-
list can be exempted once two-thirds of members of both houses approved, and

members of the lower house can nominate someone to be the prime minister, no
matter the person is on parties' lists or not.

As aresult, there are two ways for Prayut to become the next prime minister, firstly

forming his party to join in the election and secondly be nominated when both houses
cannot decide the right one for the position in the first process.

SwVLUs=9N0 2560 [ 441 @ugdanlua UHISNUIauasuQan



Since 250 senators, or more than 30 percent of total members are picked up by the
junta, many said it is not hard for him to be elected in this process.

Some prominent figures from Thailand's two major parties, namely Pheu Thai Party
and Democrat Party, asked Prayut to form his own party to join in the coming election
so as to be dignified as he mentioned.

The Democrat Party's deputy leader Nipit Intarasombat said if Prayut wants to be the
next prime minister, the first way, or forming his own party to nominate him as prime
minister, is the most dignified way.

Paiboon Nititawan, a former senator, said earlier that he will form a new party called
People's Reform Party to run in the next election, and Prayut is best one to serve as
the new prime minister.

In the meantime, Prayut and his government have to find a way to boost the Thai
economy to win more support from the people.

Despite high satisfaction with the junta's performance in keeping the country stable and
peaceful, nearly 56.22 percent said they don't have much confidence in the junta's
governance in the economic field, while 826 percent said solving economic problems
in the country should be the government's priority now, according to Suan Dusit Poll.
Prayut admitted earlier that the economic problems are not solved yet, because the
international purchasing power is still weak, according to Bangkokbiznews.

Thai Gross domestic product(GDP)expanded 3.5 percent in the three months through
June, which is more than analysts estimated, compared with 3.2 percent in the first
quarter.

According to World Bank, the Thai GDP grew 0.8 percent in 2014, and 2.8 percent
last year. The bank predicted the 2016 GDP growth to be 2.5 percent, while The Bank
of Thailand said economic growth will be 3.1 percent this year.

Source: http./english.sina.commnews,;2016-08-28/detail-ifxvixsh6806804 .shtml
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Thai PM says minimum wage increase a tough job
2016-05-01 11:19:33 GMT2016-05-01 19:19:33(Beijing Time) Xinhua English

BANGKOK, May 1 Xinhua)-Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-ocha conceded on
Sunday that it's hard to raise the minimum daily wage, but the government will try to
offer better healthcare treatments for workers.

His message came as he chaired the Labor Day celebration of Thai workers at Sanam
Luang this morning. In respond to significant complaints from the workers especially
concerning the increase of the minimum wage, Prayut said he was ready to all the
demands into consideration as to better their life quality.

A random survey conducted by the Suan Dusit Poll of Suan Dusit University shows a
majority of Thai workers feel upset about the country's low labor wage, which is not
enough to cope with the high cost of living while the economy in a slump.

According to the poll carried out on a total of 1, 070 Thai workers, 845 percent of the
respondents complained of low wages and low incomes; 78.5 percent complained of
insufficient labor protection and welfare.

As the minimum daily wage of Thai workers has been frozen at 300 baht per day for a
few years, a batch of labor organizations have been calling for an increase to 360 baht

per day nationwide to ease the hardship of farmers and working people whose income
cannot meet their expenses.

Source: http./english.sina.commnews,;2016-05-01/doc-ifxruaee5324158 shtml
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Roundup: Poll shows Thai people support junta chief Prayut

to be PM again after election
Xinhua, August 28, 2016

A Sunday released poll says many support the junta chief and current prime minister,
Prayut Chan-o-cha, to serve as prime minister after a promised general election late

2017, while two maijor political parties asked him to form a party for the election.

87.2 percent of the 1590 interviewees of different occupations around Thailand want

Prayut to be the next prime minister, because no one is better than him to lead the
country, said Noppadol Kannika, chairman of the so-called Academic Research for

Community Happiness, or known as Super Poll, adding that his poll is conducted
between Aug. 25 to 27.

According to the Suan Dusit Poll released on the same day, 72.15 percent of its 1293
interviewees have confidence in the junta led by Prayut, 60.94 percent have confidence
in his cabinet.

Prayut earlier didn't deny the possibility of serving as the new prime minister, as he
said on Aug. 17 that if none is found to be appropriate for the position after the general

election, he would agree to discuss serving prime minister again.

On Friday, he even said he is pleased to stay in power but will stay through democratic
means and in a -dignified way-, which many Thai media described as a signal that he

wants to stay in power after the general election.

Prayut also said that he will step down in accordance with the junta's roadmap and
nobody can tell him to leave.

According to the newly approved draft constitution and its additional question in the
Aug. 7 referendum, the next prime minister must come from nomination lists submitted

by political parties, and must win support of over 50 percent of 750 members from both
houses, or 500 junta selected senators plus 250 elected members of the lower house.

However, once the 750 members cannot elect a new prime minister, then the party-list
can be exempted once two-thirds of members of both houses approved, and members

of the lower house can nominate someone to be the prime minister, no matter the
person is on parties' lists or not.

As a result, there are two ways for Prayut to become the next prime minister, firstly
forming his party to join in the election and secondly be nominated when both houses
cannot decide the right one for the position in the first process.

Since 250 senators, or more than 30 percent of total members are picked up by the
junta, many said it is not hard for him to be elected in this process.
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Some prominent figures from Thailand's two major parties, namely Pheu Thai Party
and Democrat Party, asked Prayut to form his own party to join in the coming election
so as to be dignified as he mentioned.

The Democrat Party's deputy leader Nipit Intarasombat said if Prayut wants to be the
next prime minister, the first way, or forming his own party to nominate him as prime
minister, is the most dignified way.

Paiboon Nititawan, a former senator, said earlier that he will form a new party called
People's Reform Party to run in the next election, and Prayut is best one to serve as
the new prime minister.

In the meantime, Prayut and his government have to find a way to boost the Thai
economy to win more support from the people.

Despite high satisfaction with the junta's performance in keeping the country stable and
peaceful, nearly 56.22 percent said they don't have much confidence in the junta's

governance in the economic field, while 82.6 percent said solving economic problems
in the country should be the government's priority now, according to Suan Dusit Poll.

Prayut admitted earlier that the economic problems are not solved yet, because the
international purchasing power is still weak, according to Bangkokbiznews.

Thai Gross domestic product(GDP)expanded 3.5 percent in the three months through
June, which is more than analysts estimated, compared with 3.2 percent in the first
quarter.

According to World Bank, the Thai GDP grew 0.8 percent in 2014, and 2.8 percent last
year. The bank predicted the 2016 GDP growth to be 2.5 percent, while The Bank of
Thailand said economic growth will be 3.1 percent this year. Endit

Source: http/en.chinagate.cn2016-08/28,content_39181487 htm
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