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Participation in WAPOR 2025 in St
Louis, USA, marked a significant
milestone for Suan Dusit Poll in elevating
the standards of public opinion research
to the international level.

Under the conference theme “The Evolving Landscape of Election Polls: Challenges,
Biases, and Innovations in a Polarized World,” the event provided Suan Dusit Poll with
the opportunity to present a research paper on Thai political opinion before and after
the 2014 coup. The presentation received considerable interest from international
participants.

This conference not only enhanced global recognition of Suan Dusit Poll’s role on the
international stage but also opened the door to academic collaboration with research
organizations from various countries. It reflected key trends in the global research
landscape, including adaptation to emerging technologies, the complexity of public
opinion in diverse societies, and the growing need for effective public communication of
survey findings. The participation also led to proposed directions for further
development, such as advancing research methodologies, building research capacity,
improving the communication of survey results, and preparing for participation in the
upcoming WAPOR Asia Pacific 2025 conference.

Pornpan Buathong

Director, Suan Dusit Poll
Suan Dusit University
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WAPOR 2025

WAPOR (World Association for Public
Opinion Research) facotutul 1947 Wu
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WAPOR (World Association for Public
Opinion Research), established in 1947, is
a leading global professional
organization dedicated to promoting and
advancing high-quality and responsible
public opinion research and social
surveys worldwide.

The WAPOR 2025 Conference, held in St.
Louis, USA, brought together 151
participants from 38 countries, including
19 students. The event fostered
collaboration between WAPOR and
AAPOR, featuring both  academic
sessions and networking activities.

As of 2025, WAPOR has over 500
members from 102 countries, including
27  organizational ~members.  The
organization plays a vital role in
promoting ethical standards and research
methodologies, serving as a global
platform for knowledge exchange, and
advocating for the freedom to conduct
and publish public opinion research.

In addition, WAPOR organized seven
online webinars in 2025 covering key
topics such as the use of Al in research,
youth engagement, and transparency in
survey processes. The release of the
annual report further demonstrated the
organization’s commitment to
transparency and long-term strategic
direction.

Reference
WAPOR. (n.d.). About WAPOR. Retrieved from
https://wapor.org/about-wapor/
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WAPOR 2025 Highlights

msUszsy - WAPOR 2025 30dusiunu
AAPOR (American Association for Public
Opinion Research) #oiunissoucAso
d1ARYUaLARLIVANSIITWAIUMSENSID
AxUAQLRUNKeyRgatulan dadutlo 12-15
waumAu 2025 eu St. Louis Union Station,
lucikqed, SI0AYS, ansSgawsm  ms»a
Uszyusounuvew WAPOR ua: AAPOR 1du
ghfivANusiulas:aulanuazs:=aunimaiu
mssulanuAnummenaaieadvauiulan
yavMsd1sIPANUAALRU LU MstJaguudav
vavADNAUMSAISIDMSIEINAY,  Wans:NU

vovinAluladikug wu Usyayds:ausd (Al)
ua: Big Data Gi9s:l0gudsive, soufivmsia
ANWAQLKUludvAUNDANULOALEALA:T
gayatalausudun

The WAPOR 2025 Conference was held
jointly with  AAPOR (the American
Association for Public Opinion Research),
marking a significant gathering of the two
largest professional organizations
dedicated to public opinion research. The
event took place from May 12 to 15,
2025, at St. Louis Union Station in St.

Louis, Missouri, USA. This joint
conference emphasized global and
regional collaboration in addressing

shared challenges in the field of public
opinion research, such as the evolving
landscape of election polling, the impact
of emerging technologies like artificial
intelligence (Al) and big data on research
methodologies, and the complexities of
measuring  opinion in  increasingly
polarized societies amid widespread
misinformation and disinformation.

Reference
WAPOR. (n.d.). About WAPOR. Retrieved from
https://wapor.org/about-wapor/
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WAPOR 2025

St. Louis, USA

SumsuUs:yuluasviduus:iGudAtyuazadu
MMeGuMsSaIsIDANUAQLRUAISISEUELLA:
s:0gudsiveg Meldkddo “The Evolving
Landscape of Election Polls: Challenges,
Biases, and Innovations in a Polarized
World” k3o “nOnAUAWasulaviuvovs
FrsooanuAaRumsidandv: ANUAMMe oAd
uazudanssululannduludrennuuanuen”

SudaRauuudliivdAsyAdowadanisrinlwand
lanluUaaUu wu
e AULOALEAMYASLTaLAWWLTU lkAS
dAIUWa  MSODULUUEdUAIU  Llass
31As1zKdayadoavldnIuUSIIaSID
e A WMMEluMSIAudala WU 90s1AMSOdU
anav msiglinsAwritiooav ANVTUMVIU
do  uazawsadunalumsiindousns
uvAAY
e dAduaztioNAquavs:=l0guds Wwu social
desirability bias, sampling bias uaz:
coverage bias
e udanssulkl wWu mMsls Al, ms31As1K big
data, MsasIPDUNSUAINIU social media
lLazMsdALLUULUUdDUAUIUEAKADMS
d1sop

o
WAPOR

Workd Assoclation
for Public Opinion. =

The conference centered on key challenges
and developments in public opinion
research and methodology under  the
theme: "“The Evolving Landscape of

Election Polls: Challenges, Biases, and

Innovations in a Polarized World.” This

theme reflects critical global trends affecting

political polling today, including:

e Increasing political polarization, which
complicates interpretation, response
behavior, and data analysis

e Survey challenges such as declining
response rates, reduced phone usage,
media distrust, and difficulty reaching
certain population groups

e Methodological biases such as social
desirability, sampling, and coverage
bias

e Methodological innovations including
the use of Al, big data analytics, emotion
detection via social media, and post-
survey questionnaire design
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Strategic Goals
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CHRISTIAN HAERPFER
PRESIDENT, WAPOR

COLIN IRWIN
VICE PRESIDENT, WAPOR

WAPGR

Businessggeeting 2025 [EeN

Christian Haerpfer, President of WAPOR,
stated that in celebration of WAPOR'’s 80th
anniversary in 2027, the organization has set
five strategic goals: 1) Strengthen global
representation 2) Promote data
transparency 3) Build partnerships with
peer organizations 4) Support early-
career researchers 5) Improve
communication and member services

Key initiatives include expanding national
representatives to 130 countries,
establishing a Strategic Advisory Board, and
launching member-led working groups.

In terms of governance, Past President
Robert Chung proposed constitutional
amendments to allow by-elections for
leadership roles vacant for more than six
months. WAPOR also presented awards
recognizing excellence in public opinion
research.

Vice President Colin Irwin highlighted
WAPOR'’s growing engagement with the
UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), including poverty, water security,
and peacebuilding. WAPOR has applied for.
consultative status with ECOSOC : to
enhance future collaboration with® UN
bodies.
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“Determinants of Public Political Opinion
on the Government Performance in
Thailand” laglgdoyadulinsiidoving
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Thailand

Suan DusiMembership and
Engagement

Suan Dusit Poll has been a member of
WAPOR since 2024 and has consistently
participated in its annual conferences—
contributing to methodological
exchanges and presenting research from
Thailand on the international stage. This
reflects Suan Dusit Poll's growing role as a
representative of Thai polling in the
global research community.

Conference Participation

At the WAPOR 2025 conference in St.
Louis, Suan Dusit Poll presented a
research study titled “Determinants of
Public  Political Opinion on the
Government Performance in Thailand.”
The study utilized data from the Thai
Political Index (2011-2023) to analyze
public opinion before and after the 2014
military coup, employing a repeated
cross-sectional survey methodology.

This research, conducted in collaboration
with Dr. Jirada Prasartpornsirichoke from
Chulalongkorn University, incorporated
both longitudinal data and data recycling
techniques to explore political issues in
depth. The study received considerable
attention from international participants at
the conference.
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Determinants of Public Political Opinion
on the Government Performance in
Thailand: A Repeated Cross-Sectional
Study Before and After the 2014
Coup D'état

' Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, Thailand
?Suan Dusit Poll, Suan Dusit University, Bangkok, Thailand
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Purpose/Objective: The objective of this study was to investigate the factors that influence
Thai public political opinion across multiple facets regarding the Thai government before
(August 2012-February 2013) and after the 2014 coup d'état (August 2019-February 2020).

Context/Background: Thailand has undergone numerous coups d'état, including the 2014
coup, which might have significantly influenced public political opinions and the associated
sociodemographic characteristics. Examining these alterations yields essential insights into
the changing dynamics of public political sentiment in Thailand.

Methods and Data: This repeated cross-sectional study mainly employed secondary monthly
individual-level data from Suan Dusit Poll's national surveys of the Thai political index, which
captures Thai citizens' opinions and perspectives regarding the performance of the Thai
government from 2011 to 2013 and 2019 to 2020. The study comprised a total sample size of
61,263 Thais, including 43,988 participants before the coup (August 2012-February 2013)
and 17,275 participants after the coup (August 2019-February 2020).

Analysis: We utilized descriptive statistics (frequency, means, and standard deviation) to
delineate participant characteristics and employed multivariate multiple linear regression
models to examine regional and individual factors associated with public political sentiment
scores ranging from 0 to 10 in each topic, including the performance of the Prime Minister,
the performance of the government, the administration of the country in accordance with the
announced policies, the performance of the opposition party, and the government's overall
approach to addressing various issues before and after the coup d'état in Thailand. We
accounted for certain confounding variables, like the 2012 flood calamity and the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020. We employed the STATA 18 software for statistical analysis. Considering a
significance level of 0.05.

Main Findings/Results: This study found similar and different factors associated with political
opinion scores prior to and following the 2014 coup. Thai citizens residing in Northern
Thailand exhibited a marked preference for the performance of the prime minister and the
government prior to the coup, whereas people from Northeastern Thailand demonstrated a
notable preference for their performance after the coup. Notably, following the coup, Thai
individuals over the age of 50 in 2019-2020 rated the prime minister and the government's
performance more favorably, whereas Thai individuals aged 20 or younger during the same
period exhibited a positive correlation with the performance of the opposition party. It is
noteworthy that Thai individuals possess distinct perspectives regarding the flood disaster of
2012 and the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020. The former emphasizes the poor performance of
the prime minister and the government, whereas the latter addresses the overall deficiencies
Thaipolitics.

n/Implications: This study highlights the changing nature of Thai public political

nti , revealing significant sociodemographic and regional differences before and after
the 2014 coup. Variations by region and age, as well as national crises like the 2012 flood and
the COVID-19 pandemic, demonstrate how local contexts and major events affected
perceptions of government and opposition performance.
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Education in St. Louis

* wudkasdiduidvvavamuuaanAnvinidoidavs:dulankarsukv laglawragwdv Washington
University in St. Louis ua: Saint Louis University

® St. Louis is home to several world-renowned institutions of higher education, most notably
Washington University in St. Louis and Saint Louis University.

Washington University in St. Louis (WashU)

e fodIiolU 1853 wKIdInenagladvdulu

1wsudkaad (Washington University in
St. Louis (WashU)) wWuukidnenaeive
asus:dulan  Gdodevdunnuldulda
n3nms  laglRAniRgddavldsusvia
Tuwadiv 26 AU Msdaduduargaagnaudu
~171 vov QS uazdudun 21 wav U.S.
News (szquus:Lnf)

awau [aun uwnemaas (Gadudu Top
5), momwuiiva (#1), Adassudiva (#3),
doAUavLASIK (#2), ssin (Olin Business
School Taataudumsdula:Us:AdUMS),
SrdAssUmMans (Tlagrawrs3nennis
ADUWILODSLLIATEIASULWNE) uasFAau:-
anmagnssu (Sam Fox School)
guafinvis1d 15,500 au uuvidus:=au
USeyayrais 8,200 Aau tazusunadaw 7,300
Au lagdunAnvicnosidmnnd 90 Us:ttnA
doulkeyluaundAINSSULLASSAD

Danforth  Campus  aA>wlaalqudiu
amiagnssuuu  Collegiate Gothic A
vaviu  wdauWuRddeduazavsudennu
da=adANuUavey

References
e Washington University in St. Louis. (n.d.). About WashU.

e Founded in 1853,

Washington
University in St. Louis (WashU) is a
world-class private research university
renowned for academic excellence.
Twenty-six Nobel laureates have been
affiliated with the university. As of 2024-
2025, it is ranked approximately #171 in
the QS World University Rankings and
#21 nationally by U.S. News & World
Report.

WashU is especially well known for
its top-ranked programs in Medicine
(Top 5), Physical Therapy (#1),
Occupational Therapy (#3), Social Work
(#2), and Business—with the Olin
Business School recognized for its
strength in finance and
entrepreneurship.  Its  Engineering
programs, particularly in computer
science and biomedical engineering,
are also highly regarded, as well as Art
and Architecture, led by the Sam Fox
School of Design & Visual Arts.

The university enrolls approximately
15,500 students, including 8,200

Retrieved from https //wustl.edu/about/

e U.S. News & World Report. (n.d.). Washington University in St.
Louis Rankings. Retrieved from https //www.usnews.com/best-
colleges/washington-university-in-st-louis-2109/overall-rankings

e College Factual. (n.d.). Washington University in St Louis
International Students. Retrieved from https
/Iwww.collegefactual.com/colleges/washington-university-in-st-
louis/student-life/international/

undergraduates and 7,300 graduate
students. International students from
more than 90 countries make up a
significant portion of the student body,
with  most pursuing degrees. in
engineering or business.

e The Danforth Campus is noted for its
elegant Collegiate Gothic architecture,
limestone buildings, expansive _green
spaces, and state-of-the-art facilities.
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Saint Louis University (SLU)

Aodvlul 1818  wkdnenduudkasd
(SLU)  Buukidnendaitmuanaanioido
asSuanvavuihiasasul uazlbuukisnen
Jolgydanimunildusuduasviuarsga lag
dakanmsAnunituauduuyuEgiuu
AVASIUMUATYLYDOLEYDQ
msdaduauanda (2024-2025) ogluydv
#951-1000 log QS ua=dudu #105 lus:=au
Js:zinAo1n U.S. News

awau ldua agkuiggumw (dudu #2 u
aksgd),  ssAnszkdwUs:inA,  msiluy
Usznoums, mMsdaMSTWWaaLU,
Snenmaasgumw  (wWu - mamwdiva
wgiula aisiseudu), la: 3dassuasiu
lazadmMA

gundnwisy 15200 Au  wuvtdus=au
USeyayrais 8,500 Au Llazusunadnw 6,700
Au lagdunAnvidosand 90 Us:ina lag
LwWiIAdULbgLa:dU  UnAnwnluaussad
SNYIMAqsquAIwW Llas3AdASSY
Sngnwadvagionavidovisudkaud v
waanvadidaamiagnssulLud ANadnuas
Gothic Revival WauwanuAuavsuIgAU
a-0dnavslkiuawuRdosluussanme
LoV

-

References

e Founded in 1818, Saint Louis University

(SLU) is the oldest university west of the
Mississippi River and the second-oldest
Jesuit university in the United States. It
emphasizes holistic education rooted in
Jesuit values.

As of 2024-2025, SLU ranks #951-1000
in the QS World Rankings and #105
among U.S. national universities (U.S.
News).

SLU is known for its excellence in Health
Law (#2 in the U.S.), International
Business, Entrepreneurship,  Supply
Chain Management, Health Sciences
(including physical therapy, nursing, and
public  health), and  Aerospace
Engineering.

The university enrolls approximately
15,200 students (8,500 undergraduates
and 6,700 graduates), with international
students from over 90 countries—
particularly India and China—mainly
studying business, health sciences, and
engineering.

Located in the heart of St. Louis, the
campus blends historic classical and
Gothic Revival architecture with modern
facilities and urban green spaces.

¢ Saint Louis University. (n.d.). About SLU. Retrieved from https //www.slu.edu/about/

e U.S. News & World Report. (n.d.). Saint Louis University Rankings. Retrieved from https
//www.usnews.com/best-colleges/saint-louis-university-2086/overall-rankings

¢ College Factual. (n.d.). Saint Louis University International Students. Retrieved from https
/Iwww.collegefactual.com/colleges/saint-louis-university/student-life/international/
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Impact and
Next Steps

mMs1sou WAPOR 2025 yratalannAulkulA  Participation in - WAPOR
aruaaalwalukangod avd Suan Dusit Poll with valuable opportunities

1.9as:auuasgus:10gu3side [ASgusms
29ALUUNAUMDED MsavIKUA La:mMs
pUAaAGagwIlus:UL tWathuUsuldau
viulwaluus:zinAtklduiasmuanna

2. WewuAingmwuaalas  nuvulailannu:
MsUNEUDIBYINIAS MSHoaNSALIBLANUY
ua:ldsuuuzthmaridessayuumantiy
Ugmswauunagvasvaa

3. wsuwsgudoyalnagdoiilan unANuALh
l@uarmiitiamsgausuluneumuyavioya
loa1 (repeated cross-sectional data)
laasvANuaui»mMaun3v8cvud

4. ygngisatngnnusiuibo Walemalums
[WoudaAuamuuMAKagUs:INA oaly
vlnade dgJu 3u Wiha uazaksyd WWauan
Waguua:s13ulAsvMSIDeSIU

5. Wawunmsdamsdoyauaznmsdoaiswa
d1s39 [dsuusvouumaldlunmsasvmudoya
A0 metadata dawu ua:msidindaviio
visualization \Wodoanstoyalkingv
Usznsuunndu

6.108guANUWSANGLAATMA MssOUlu
UdvhelkiiunnudiAsyuavmsidaluusun
w@ea:dusandevld lagaruqaalwaluwu
1thsou WAPOR Asia Pacific 2025 Ansv
oAy WWouensunuINlugUzAUGNaLMS
SvgAnuAakUluniMA

to grow and strengthen its role in public
opinion research:

1.Methodological Advancement Gained
insights into international standards in
sampling, weighting, and bias control to
enhance domestic survey reliability.

2.Researcher Development Improved
academic presentation and
communication skills through
international engagement and expert
feedback.

3.International  Visibility = Presented
Thailand’s longitudinal survey data,
drawing interest from global scholars
and boosting international recognition.

4.Global Collaboration Established initial
connections with research institutions in
Asia and the U.S. for future exchange
and joint studies.

5.Data & Communication Innovation
Inspired to improve metadata systems
and use visual tools like dashboards to
better communicate findings to the
public.

6.Regional Positioning Plans to join
WAPOR Asia Pacific 2025 to share
regional insights and strengthen its role
as a Southeast Asian research hub.
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m1unnmua1s1sm aAuUs:v1sUlag
muusunmsmanm:ansaalusm

msuUssyussims  The  WAPOR 78"
Conference Us=ouU 2025 Sadus:KIIUR
12-15 waunmiAu 2568 mua\)wumhaﬂa Sy
DyysS UszinAdKsSgalusm UG LluSu “The
evolvmg landscape of election polls:
challenges, biases, and innovation in a
polarized world” KSo “AUNAUMS&1SID
laanm\)mLJasuuUa\) ADIUMMY 9AG Ua:
uanssululanfuuvuenoantduilnre”

lagUgnawiAy VRIS R "The
emergence of the illiberal voter?” lag Dr.
Erik C. Nisbet, Director of the Center for
communication &  Public  policy,
Northwestern School of Communication
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Jirada Prasartpornsirichoke
Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University

The 78th Annual WAPOR Conference
2025 was held from May 12-15, 2025, in
St. Louis, Missouri, USA. This year's theme
was “The Evolving Landscape of Election
Polls: Challenges, Biases, and Innovation
in a Polarized World.”

The keynote lecture, titled “The
Emergence of the llliberal Voter?”, was
delivered by Dr. Erik C. Nisbet, Director of
the Center for Communication & Public
Policy at the Northwestern School of
Communication. His talk explored the rise
of illiberal voters in the context of the
2024 U.S. presidential election, beginning
with the linkage between public opinion
and consolidated democracy.

Public opinion, he noted, serves as a vital
channel of communication between
citizens and political leaders and reflects
the outcomes of public policy within a
democratic political system. However, the
stability and strength of democracy in any
country depend on the widespread
support of democratic principles among
its people.

Despite this, prior studies have shown
increasing democratic  dissatisfaction
among citizens in economically advanced
democracies such as Canada, South
Korea, Germany, France, Japan, and the
United States over the past few years. This
growing discontent is  significantly
influenced by factors such as education
level and age.
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The keynote speaker examined voter
trends in the U.S. and identified a
growing number of illiberal voters—those
distancing themselves from liberal
democratic norms.

Key drivers include left-right ideology,
support for distributive democracy, and
economic insecurity. This group showed
strong support for Donald Trump in the
2024 presidential election.

Importantly, illiberalism does not equate
to authoritarianism or anti-democracy. Dr.
Nisbet defined it across six dimensions:
cultural illiberalism, or the rejection of
cultural diversity; illiberal majoritarianism,
which privileges the majority while
suppressing  minority  rights  and
discouraging  compromise; illiberal
constitutionalism, where legal frameworks
erode civil liberties; epistemic illiberalism,
characterized by the dismissal of diverse
perspectives in favor of rigid ideology
and conspiracy theories; normalization of
political violence, the acceptance of
violence as a legitimate political tool; and
sovereigntist nationalism, a nationalist
stance that resists geopolitical integration.

Viewing U.S. democracy through the
2024 election invites us to reflect: What is
the state of public opinion and
democracy in Thailand today?
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What | experienced in the U.S.
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This article was written with the intention
of sharing small stories from the author's
first-ever trip to the United States — a
country in the Western Hemisphere that
the author hopes readers will one day
visit themselves. Who knows? It might
just change the way you see life.

This time, the author had the
opportunity to travel to St. Louis,
Missouri, to present a research paper. St.
Louis is a city that's not too crowded,
with European-style architecture that
gives it a distinct charm. There were so
many things to take away from this trip,
but here are just a few highlights:

1.Practice simple greetings like “"How
are you?” or "How's it going?” until it
becomes second nature. It really
helps build connections with people.
The author noticed that nearly 100%
of Americans, even strangers, greet
one another with questions like
“"How are you?” or "How's your day?”
— it's just part of everyday life. These
casual, open-ended questions often
spark further conversation and help
develop a friendly, approachable
personality, especially useful in the
long run when meeting new people.
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"2. Simple but purposeful — one of life's
essential principles." One thing that
stood out at the airport in the U.S. was
the wheelchair carts made from steel
pipes. They weren't adjustable and
certainly didnt look sleek or modern,
but the first impression was clear: sturdy
and safe. These wheelchairs seemed
perfectly suited for short-term use, like
transporting passengers within the
airport, and were clearly built to support
people of all sizes.

The same sense of simplicity was evident
when the author observed a mock court
trial.  The courtroom setup was
straightforward — proceedings were
held in an open hall without elaborate
formalities, focusing solely on the
substance of the case. It was a reminder
that functionality often matters more
than form.

3. A well-built, safe sidewalk can ease
the stress of daily life. It has to be said —
the sidewalks in St. Louis are truly well-
designed: clean, easy to walk on, and
safe. They make walking a pleasant and
reliable way to get around. No need to
worry about dodging puddles or
stepping into potholes. Sometimes,
small details like these can make life feel
a whole lot better.
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The (Not-So) Secret Diary of St. Louis
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Over 62 hours spent in the air (round
trip) — from Bangkok to Haneda, San
Francisco, and finally St. Louis. On the
way back, it was St. Louis to Chicago,
Haneda, and then back to Bangkok. It
was hands down one of the most
exhausting journeys of my life, but also
one of the most colorful — filled with
moments too many to count.

One of my best travel companions,
besides Dr. Jirada from Chulalongkorn
University, was... none other than my
trusty Hong Thai mini inhaler. Small, easy
to carry, and a lifesaver for those endless
layovers — just one sniff and | felt
instantly refreshed.

| landed in San Francisco utterly drained,
to say the least — and to top it off, | left
my pillow on the plane (spending money
unnecessarily seems to be my
specialty!). But somehow, | still had the
energy to stop by a few bookstores. Last
time | went to Penn and New York, |
barely saw any bookstores. This time,
there were plenty. What | loved most
was how the books were reviewed in-
store — adult books reviewed by adults,
children’s books reviewed by children.
Absolutely adorable.
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St. Louis — Lidav(»d- Pet Friendly St. Louis — Sweet People, Happy Pets
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St. Louis is a kind and pet-friendly city —
dogs are everywhere! One time, while
we two Thais were taking photos, three
Asians offered to help take one. Then a
local joined in and said, “There are five
of you — want a group photo?” None of
us knew each other, but we all nodded
and laughed. It was such a sweet
moment.

Store staff here really talk to you — not
just small talk. They make eye contact,
ask where you're from, and say things
like, “Bangkok? Wow, that's far! | heard
it's beautiful. Thai food's amazing.” What
should've been a 5-minute stop turned
into a 30-minute chat.

Another thing | loved: clean streets and
orderly traffic. You press a button to
cross, and people follow the rules. The
city’s highlight, the Gateway Arch, stands
proudly by the Mississippi River. Cross
into lllinois and look back — it's stunning.



Union Station & WAPOR & AAPOR
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This year's WAPOR conference was held
at St. Louis Union Station, once the
world's largest train station in the 1940s.
With its Romanesque Revival
architecture, clock tower, and a 65-foot-
high Grand Hall in luxurious green, it
truly impressed Thai visitors like us.

One thing | really loved was how AAPOR
researchers displayed their posters right
on the walls — simple, yet super eye-
catching. Definitely stealing that idea!

Also, the giveaway items from polling
organizations at the exhibition booths
were so creative — from actual $1 bills to
snacks, office supplies, and more.
Everyone wore their business cards as
lanyard badges ( & ), so exchanging
contacts was just a quick scan away.
Totally loved it — so cool!
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SLU & WashU &The Blue Owl
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We visited St. Louis University (SLU) and
saw lawnmowers everywhere — it was
spring, and the campus has tons of grass
(which looked amazing, to be fair!). We
got lost looking for the Biliken Shop, but
a kind student and professor guided us
there. One cool thing: a road cuts
through campus, so we stuck close to
local students when crossing! &

Another  highlight  was  WashU
(Washington University in St. Louis) —
famous for its medical school. The
campus is huge (355 acres!), and we
spent three days exploring. It also
hosted part of the 1904 Olympics.

Finally, we drove to Kimmswick, a tiny,
lovely town with under 200 people. Our
destination: The Blue Owl, known for its
sky-high Levee High Apple Pie, praised
by Forbes and Oprah. The place also has
a small museum and shares the town'’s
charming history. _g
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W Before Going Home: Storms & Surprises

On the last day, it felt like luck was
testing us. Our rental car's window got
smashed — nothing was stolen, but it
delayed our airport run. After landing in
Chicago from St. Louis, we faced a
tornado warning, followed by a severe
dust storm, grounding our flight. And we
stil had to catch a connection in
Haneda!

We arrived in Japan over three hours
late — but thankfully, our kind captain
waited for the two of us. It was a wild,
chaotic, but unforgettable end to the

trip.

This journey was truly worth it — from the
inspiring conference to the unexpected
life lessons. Fun, tiring, full of laughter,
and unforgettable.

But for now... | think I've had enough
flying for a while.

That's a wrap — My (Not-So) Secret
Diary from St. Louis.
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