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“What a relief!” Or “Is it really?”

It has been over a year that we have lived with COVID-19. It is
hard and anxious for everyone to live with the uncertainty of this
coronavirus outbreak. Each country has its own strategies to release
the tensions and hardships of its people. How does the Thai government
respond to this outbreak? Do Thai people feel relieved?

Thai government has implemented many remedial measures:
“Rao Mai Ting Kan”, “Kon-Lar-Krueng (50:50)”, “Underprivileged Card”,
“Rao Chana” and “Mor.33 policy”. All fiscal spendings, which have
been rendered to more than half of Thai population (claimed by the
government), are added up to 0.35 trillion baht. In addition to fiscal
spending, Thai government also comes up with the economic
stimulation packages aiming to financially supplement locals and
SMEs. Lending schemes amount to 55 billion baht. Above all, Thai
government has already passed a 1 trillion COVID Relief bill, which will
be utilized to tackle the current pandemic. The question is: “Will it be
used effectively?”

In terms of the varieties of supports, Singapore government has
come up with various measures and supports to its citizens. The
COVID-19 recovery grant will help those with: Loss of job, Involuntary
No-Pay leave, Loss of at least 50% Salary on average for at least 3
consecutive months, Kindergarten Fee Assistance Scheme, Child
Care Financial Assistance and The Courage Fund for Lower-Income
Households affected by COVID-19, whereas Thailand has not many
options. Many of which, that are available to the Thai, have got to do
with the mobile application so called “Pao Tang”. In order to receive
the grant from the Thai government, most of us have to compete with
millions of people during a limited amount of time.

“Is it a proper measure?” “Are we satisfied with our Thai
government trying to alleviate the COVID-19 outbreak?” Only you can
tell. You have the answers in your hearts. For me, | feel sorry for millions
of people who have not received proper care from the government.
We just have to rely on our own hands as always.
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Unemployment a major worry for most Thais: poll

Suan Dusit Poll on Sunday pointed out that the
majority of respondents are worried about unemployment
during the Covid-19 outbreak.

The survey on “Unemployment, the biggest problem
among Thais™ was conducted between March 15 and 18 on
1,155 samples nationwide.

Asst Prof Dr Prasat Niyom, a lecturer at Suan Dusit
University's Faculty of Management Science, said Thailand's
economic data were on the slide due to the decline in
people’s income.

He pointed out that 14 million state welfare card
holders had income less than Bt2.500 per month, while 85,6
per cent of Thai naticnals had deposits of less than Bt50,000.

“Currently. unemployment in Thailand is likely to
increase even more than the previous year, so the govermment
and the private sector must create jobs and develop labour
skills to deal with the problems” he said.
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